FIRST OVER EVEREST
the risks be so reduced as to make them reasonably justifi-
able.
An attempt could, of course, have been made some years
earlier in a single-seater aeroplane with good hopes of success.
However, without an observer and fully adequate photo-
graphic equipment, the flight would have been easier but mere
foolish sensationalism, inasmuch as no scientific results could
be expected. As the event proved, this point of view was more
than justified.
One of the earliest steps had been to choose a possible aero-
drome or advanced landing-ground, from which the aircraft
could take off for their flight. The conditions under which sanc-
tion was given indicated some locality in Bihar, where, as it
happened, a prepared landing-ground belonging to the Army
Department already existed* This was conveniently situated
on a railway line, with administrative facilities at hand, in the
shape of a magistrate, police, a hospital, post and telegraph
offices, and last, but not least, a small permanent meteorological
observatory. This landing-ground was near Purnea, at a hamlet
called Lalbalu.
By a quaint jape of the jesting Clio, which we took for a
good omen, it came to light that it was precisely here in all
die wide spaces of Bengal that the uncle of our chairman,
Captain Peel, V.C., of the Royal Navy, sent a small party of
his bluejackets to attack some of the 5th Irregular Cavalry of the
Bengal Army, which had mutinied in 1857 on the outskirts of
the aerodrome itself. The landing party of seamen from
Calcutta sighted the glint of the mutinous cavalrymen's lance-
heads above the low-lying mist of the early morning, and from
the cover of an embankment they opened a brisk fire from their
muskets, quickly routing the lancers who fled over the frontier
into the jungles of Nepal, where, no doubt, they were finished
off by the tribesmen. Possibly the inspiration for Mr. Kipling's
story, transplanted to the north-western frontier, came from
this incident.
The Army Department generously placed the Lalbalu landing-
104

